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CLAIM AMENDENTS: 

. ... — 

Claims 1-9 (cancelled) 

10. (currently amended) A ceramic filter element for cleaning water, the 
element comprising: 

a housing, said housing defining a water Inlet, a water outlet, 
and a cleaning outlet; 

a tubular body disposed within said housing, said tubular 
body having at least one wall and at least one through 
opening extending along an entire length of said tubular 
body, said at least one wall structured and dimensioned as at 
least one of a functional layer and as a carrier having a 
functional coating, said tubular body having an open first end 
communicating with said inlet and an open second end; and 
a closure member, sealing said cleaning outlet and closing 
said open second end of said tubular body, wherein water to 
be filtered flows under pressure from an outer surface into 
said through opening or from an inner surface of said through 
opening to an outer surface of the filter elemen t, wherein the 
ceramic filter element is formed from a coarse-pored ceramic 
carrier and a fine-pored functional ceramic coatfnq - 

11. (previously presented) The ceramic filter efement of claim 10, 
wherein the ceramic filter element Is implemented as a rod-shaped 
element which is circular In cross-section, having multiple through 
openings. 



PACE 4/9 * RCVD AT 6/14/2011 2:24:35 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] - SVR:W-PTOFAX-001/0 » DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:+4971 17800996 - DURATION (mm-ss):03-47 



From : KSM PAe +49 7117800396 To: 0015712738300 14/08/2011 19:21 11353 P. 005/009 

3 

12. (currently amended) The ceramic filter element of claim 10, wherein 
the ceramic filter element is produced, vio a sintering 
proccss com prises a sintered ceramic , from chemical of chemical 
compounds selected from the group consisting of chalcogenldes, 
oxides, sulfides, carbides, and nitrides. 

13. (previously presented) The ceramic filter element of claim 10, 
wherein said tubular body of the ceramic filter element is enclosed 
by an activated carbon filter element. 

14. (currently amended) The ceramic filter element of claim 10, wherein 
the ceramic filter element has a mouthpiece through which filtered 
water can be drawn by a user, wherein the ceramic filter thereby 
constitutes a filtering drinking straw . 

15. (previously presented) The ceramic filter element of claim 10, 
wherein said housing is formed in multiple parts from a housing 
cover and a housing body, wherein individual housing parts are 
removably connected to each another in a liquid-tight manner. 



16. (currently amended) The ceramic filter element of claim 15, further 
compr i sing attachments or quick acting closures cooperating 
wit hwherein said housing cover and/or said housing body is 
structured f or coupling to fittings or hoses. 

17. (cancelled) 
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18. (previously presented) The ceramic filter element of claim 10, 
wherein the ceramic filter element is coated and/or treated with a 
biocidaf material and/or a material containing silver Ions. 



PACE 6/0 * RCVO AT 6/14/2011 2:24:35 PM [Eastern DayligM Tims] * SVR:W-PTOFAX -001/0 • DNIS:2738300 " CSID:*»97117800998 " DURATION <mm-ss):03-47. 



